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Media Release
9th September 2025

RSL Tasmania: One Year on from the Royal Commission into Defence and
Veteran Suicide

RSL Tasmania today highlights the actions it has taken to support Tasmanian Veterans and their
families in the twelve months since the Final Report of the Royal Commission into Defence and
Veteran Suicide was delivered.

The report contained 122 recommendations and was built on almost 6,000 submissions. The
Federal Government agreed, or agreed in principle, to 104 recommendations, noted 17 and did not
support one recommendation in part.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who contributed, from Veterans and families who shared
their experiences, to the Commissioners who shaped such a comprehensive report.

On this anniversary, we emphasise both the urgency of the issue and the concrete actions already
taken by RSL Tasmania. While many recommendations require whole-of-government reform,
there are areas where immediate action is possible. Through our VeteranHub network, RSL
Tasmania has been delivering practical, meaningful support across the state.

Our message today is simple: we are committed to action, and we invite all governments, ex-service
organisations, charities, and healthcare providers to join us in building a Tasmania where
Veterans and their families can thrive.

What RSL Tasmania has done in the past 12 Months in light of the Recommendations.

Recommendation 72: Expand and strengthen healthcare services for Veterans

Over 900 interactions with Veterans and family members, including accompanying 32
Veterans to GP appointments to ensure they receive the care they need.

Recommendation 85: Develop employment pathways for ex-serving members in
public sector agencies

Through the RSL Employment Program with RSL Queensland, we’ve helped secure 10 jobs
and delivered support for Defence families and partners. Additional services include an
online Jobs Board, Defence Family Career Connection Events, and Defence Partner
Employment Information Sessions.

Recommendation 87: Establish a new agency to focus on Veteran Wellbeing

Alongside delivering over $50,000 in crisis support, our Social Workers and Wellbeing Team
helped 49 Veterans at risk of homelessness and secured long-term housing for 31.



Recommendation 99: Improve compensation advocacy by funding professional, paid
advocates

Two full-time Compensation Advocates provided over 1,700 hours of advocacy, assisting
Veterans to navigate DVA claims and appeals. A third paid advocate will soon join the
organisation. Our paid Advocates work hand in hand with 13 Volunteer Advocates across
the state.

Recommendation 102: Implement and improve on Defence strategy for preventing and
responding to family and domestic violence.

Supported over 90 cases, from risk assessments to elder abuse and family violence
interventions.

Recommendation 86: Ongoing funding for Veterans' and Families' Hubs

Our self-funding model ensures the service is sustainable. We’ve now supported over 1,000
clients statewide—the only Veteran service in Australia that can track impact geographically.

RSL Tasmania is grateful to the Federal Government for funding VeteranHub and the Acute Housing
Grant to assist Tasmanian Veterans and their families.

We also thank the State Government for matching the funding for the Acute Housing Grant and
standing with us as a strategic partner. This is not just RSL Tasmania’s job; it is a shared national
responsibility.
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For more information contact RSL Tasmania

Ben Staude, media contact: ben.staude@rsltas.org.au
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