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In the lead-up to Homelessness Week, RSL Tasmania and the Kentish Council have announced 
plans to build acute housing that supports local Veterans and their families in need. 
 
The proposed housing will be built on Council-owned land opposite the Railton RSL Sub-Branch, 
providing transitional accommodation for Veterans and their families.  
 
Delivered through RSL Tasmania’s Veteran Acute Housing Initiative and with funding provided 
through the Australian Government’s Veteran and Family Hubs Grants Program, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between RSL Tasmania and the Kentish Council will explore the 
development of acute housing for Veterans. 
 
“This agreement marks a key milestone in our effort to provide supported housing options for 
vulnerable Veterans in Tasmania,” said John Hardy, CEO of RSL Tasmania. 
 
“With Veterans three times more likely to experience homelessness than the general population*, 
there is a real need for what we will deliver. ‘Homeless Action Now!’ is the theme for this year’s 
National Homelessness Week, and this is exactly what we are doing,” he added. 
 
The Kentish Council resolved unanimously to support the project on 17 June 2025, with options 
including a long-term lease or title transfer for the development of two to three homes, supported by 
services delivered through RSL Tasmania’s VeteranHub and an accredited housing provider. 
 
“RSL Tasmania would like to thank the Kentish Council for this support,” exclaimed Mr Hardy. “This 
will further enhance the services and support we provide through VeteranHub, a free service 
available to Veterans and their families throughout Tasmania.” 
 
“As the Chair of the Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide, Commissioner Nick 
Kaldas APM reminded us, we all have a role to play in ensuring the mental health and wellbeing of 
those who risk their lives each day in the service of our country. We’re working with all levels of 
government; local, state, and federal alongside Ex-Service Organisations (ESO’s), businesses, 
charities and primary health services to ensure we make Tasmania a place where Veterans and 
their families can thrive.” 
 
Delivered in partnership with Centacare Evolve, the Veterans’ Acute Housing Program will provide 
transitional accommodation for up to two years, supported by wraparound services provided by 
VeteranHub. 
 
Any Veteran who is homeless or at risk of homelessness is encouraged to reach out to one 
of the VeteranHub Navigators by calling 6154 0000 or email connect@veteranhub.org.au  
 
 
Media Contact: Ben Staude - ben.staude@rsltas.org.au 0491 897 919 
 
*”Give Me Shelter: Leave no Veteran Behind” -  Housing All Australians 2023 
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