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MEDIA RELEASE 

23 April 2026 

RSL TASMANIA WELCOMES DEFENCE ENGAGEMENT ON ESTATE REVIEW 

RSL Tasmania today met with the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence, the Honourable 
Richard Marles, to discuss possible changes to Australia’s Defence estate and their potential impact on 
Tasmania. 
 
RSL Tasmania acknowledges and thanks the Minister for travelling to Tasmania to engage directly with 
the President and Chief Executive Officer. 
 
State President Mike Gallagher said the meeting was constructive and provided an important 
opportunity to represent the interests of our members. 
 
“We are heartened by the discussion and the Minister’s reassurance that this will be a considered 
process, with greater consultation and no final decisions on transition arrangements made regarding 
Tasmania. We also welcome the indication that this will be a two-year process, particularly given recent 
speculation about a rapid sale of Defence assets in parts of the state,” Mr Gallagher said. 
 
“Importantly, the Minister demonstrated a clear understanding of the significant contribution Tasmania 
makes to the Australian Defence Force, and the need to ensure that our Reserves and cadets retain 
the facilities and infrastructure required to continue contributing to the defence of our nation.” 
 
RSL Tasmania CEO John Hardy said RSL Tasmania reinforced a clear position during the meeting. 
 
“We made it clear that while we fully support modernisation and efficiency, critical capability must not be 
lost in any way, and Tasmanians must feel they have a voice” he said. 
 
RSL Tasmania will continue to engage constructively with Defence and Government as the process 
progresses, to ensure Tasmania’s voice is heard and that critical capability is protected. 
 
“We strongly encourage members of the veteran community and the broader public to continue to 
participate in this process. It is important that the community feels engaged and heard,” Mr Hardy said. 
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