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Future of Queenstown RSL Sub Branch to be decided this Sunday

RSL Tasmania State President Mike Gallagher is calling on current and former members of the
Queenstown RSL Sub Branch, along with the wider West Coast community, to come together this
Sunday to help secure the future of their local RSL.

An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) will be held at 1PM on Sunday 17 May 2026 to elect a new
Committee, including a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Committee Members.

Mr Gallagher said the meeting represents a pivotal moment for a Sub Branch that has stood proudly at
the heart of Queenstown for more than 80 years.

“The Queenstown RSL is more than just a building,” Mr Gallagher said.

“It is part of the story of this town. It represents generations of service, sacrifice, friendship and
community spirit. It is a place where veterans have gathered, families have connected and memories
have been preserved.”

“If the positions are not filled this Sunday, the State Board will have no option but to suspend or withdraw
the Charter of the Sub Branch. The doors of the Sub Branch would be closed. None of us want to see

that happen.”

Mr Gallagher acknowledged the difficult task ahead but said he believed deeply in the people of
Queenstown and the West Coast.

“Queenstown has always been a community that looks after its own,” he said.

“This town was built on resilience, mateship and people stepping forward when they were needed most.
Right now, the local RSL needs that same spirit.”

Mr Gallagher said RSL Tasmania would continue to support the Queenstown Sub Branch wherever
possible, but a local Sub Branch can only survive when local people are willing to stand behind it.

“The reality is that no State organisation can replace the heart and soul of a local community,” he said.

“An RSL only truly works when it belongs to the people around it — when locals are prepared to give a
little of their time, energy and support to keep it alive for future generations.”

He said the importance of local RSLs extends far beyond veterans alone.

“Our Sub Branches are places of remembrance, but they are also places of connection, support and
belonging,” he said.

“Once places like this are lost, they are incredibly difficult to rebuild.”

Mr Gallagher encouraged anyone who cares about the future of the Queenstown RSL to attend the
meeting and consider how they may be able to help.
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