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Talking Point
The hot topics that have Tasmanians talking
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(Association between suicide 
attempts and homelessness in a 
population-based sample of US 
veterans and non-veterans – J 
Epidemiol Community Health. 
2019)

RSL Tasmania works very closely 
with the Salvation Army in this 
area, and we have 30 veterans on 
our books for whom we are actively 
looking for homes. 

Over the past 14 months, we have 
housed or helped house 17 people.

Please do not consider the above 
success, we don’t. 

We are trying, but it would be fair 
to say this does keep some staff and 
our members awake at night. 

After all most of us are in a 
relatively privileged situation where 
we have food on the table, and 
shelter over our heads. RSL 
Tasmania believes we have an 
obligation to help those who are 
suffering, who are in pain, who 
aren’t as fortunate. 

Fundamentally what RSL 
Tasmania is doing, or is trying hard 
to do with great financial risk, is to 
ease that pain and suffering, to help 
with the day-to-day wellbeing of 
those who were prepared to 
sacrifice everything for us, our 
servicemen and servicewomen.

Homelessness is going to be one 
of the significant issues of our time. 
It is only fair to say the state 
government cannot do everything, 
and strong leadership is never easy. 
However, we would say to the state 
government if it really wants to 
build a true legacy, then we would 
ask them to build houses and homes 
that our communities and veterans 
can thrive in.

John Hardy is chief executive officer 
of RSL Tasmania

If this story has raised any issues for you 
call LIFELINE: 13 11 14 or 
BEYOND BLUE: 1300 22 4636.

trouble. The US experience 
demonstrates the danger of putting 
party ahead of country and 
threatening social tolerance and 
inclusion, the hallmark of a 
functioning liberal democracy.

A lot has happened since 
McCormack’s woke moment. 
Devastating fire and flood have 
undermined the stance of so many in 
the Coalition against substantive 
climate policy. Covid focused minds 
on health and wellbeing, and Labor’s 
federal victory last year brought the 

Indigenous Voice to the top of the 
policy agenda.  And now there’s 
Aston. The electorate that cemented 
John Howard’s ascendancy in a 2001 
by-election has again spoken, this 
time favouring Anthony Albanese’s 
Labor in an exceptional result: the 
first by-election in over a century 
where a government has taken a seat 
from its opposition.

Liberal leader Peter Dutton still 
refuses to engage constructively on 
policy, but Aston says loudly and 
clearly that the party is headed for 

designs or ‘built form’ we’d like to see, 
and the kind of public infrastructure 
needed to sustain extra buildings and 
people. 

The community will be pleased to 
see that the plan proposes maximum 
building height limits that will help 
provide clarity and certainty for the 
community and developers. 

A key aspiration is for more people 
to be living in the city, but this will 
only happen if medium density 
apartments are well designed and 
there’s sufficient parks and greenery 
for city living to be appealing. Once 
it’s finalised this plan will encourage 
more homes being built in central 

Hobart while hopefully still 
maintaining the heritage and cultural 
identity that we all value.

The draft plan also outlines the 
kind of public investment required in 
public and active transport 
infrastructure to make a more 
populated city centre one that’s still 
easy to get around and not choked 
with pollution. 

I hope that this new plan for 
Hobart strikes a good balance to 
manage increasing population 
growth without compromising what 
makes the city liveable and unique. As 
the city grows and develops, we need 
to ensure that this happens in a way 

ADF veterans 
on frontline of 
homelessness
Government can build true legacy by fixing 
state’s lack of housing, writes John Hardy

H
omelessness is a 
pressure most people 
will feel and fear in their 
lifetime, whether 
through housing stress 

in the rental market or the rapid 
increase in mortgage rates. This fear 
is a reality for an estimated 2350 
people in Tasmania as indicated by 
the shocking ABS figures published 
in the Mercury (March 23). These 
are statistics that none of us can be 
proud of, after all without the 
stability of a home, it’s hard to do 
anything, and that’s before we start 
talking about wellbeing.

The Australian Housing and 
Urban Research Institute 
conducted a study on the Australian 
Defence Force, and its findings are 
very concerning. The figure among 
our veterans is disgraceful – as the 
study found 5.3 per cent of recently 
transitioning ADF personnel 
experience homelessness. 

Without sounding alarmist, the 
ADF rate is 178 per cent higher than 
that of the general population.

May I ask you to pause and think 
about that for a second.

That is, 178 per cent higher in a 
group that has a 127 per cent rate of 
suicide in females and 27 per cent 
higher in males than the general 
population. If there was ever an 
example of compounding an issue, I 
do not believe you would need to 
look much further than this 
situation.

After much hard work and 
lobbying by RSL Tasmania, we are 
thankful to the Premier Jeremy 
Rockliff and the Minister of 
Veterans Affairs Guy Barnett 
supporting that veterans are now 
listed as a targeted action group 
within the Tasmania Suicide 
Prevention Strategy 2023-2027.

 Homelessness is associated with 
elevated suicide risk, and both 
must be tackled head-on if we 
don’t want people to become a 
statistic.

An article in The Black Dog 
Institute of Australia’s publication 
titled – What can be done to 
decrease suicidal behaviour in 
Australia? A call to action – 
(October, 2020) concludes, that 
social determinants such as 
homelessness are risk factors for 
suicide. Furthermore, US-based 
Tsai and Cao suggest a unique link 
between homelessness and suicide 
as they observed that US veterans 
with homeless histories were 7.8 
times more likely to have attempted 
suicide than veterans with no 
homeless histories.

that’s in the public interest. As city 
managers we want to ensure central 
Hobart develops in a way that 
respects Hobart’s character and also 
encourages innovative ideas and 
respectful designs for future projects. 

I encourage all members of the 
Hobart community to review the 
draft Central Hobart Plan and 
provide their feedback throughout 
April. 

See here for further details – https://
www.hobartcity.com.au/Projects/City-
shaping-projects/Central-Hobart-Plan 

Anna Reynolds is the Lord Mayor of 
Hobart

oblivion if he doesn’t. This was a vote 
for enlightened government, a 
warning to politicians that they treat 
electors like dummies at their peril. 

Aston was the people’s memo to 
Michael McCormack and his 
Coalition colleagues: we’re woke and 
proud of it, and we expect you to be 
the same.

Peter Boyer is a former Mercury 
reporter and public servant, who 
specialises in the science and politics of 
climate.

growth and keeping character

RSL Tasmania CEO John Hardy.


