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DEFENCE ESTATE CHANGES RISK LOSS OF CRITICAL CAPABILITY IN TASMANIA

RSL Tasmania has issued a clear warning that proposed changes to Australia’s Defence
estate will result in the loss of critical capability in Tasmania if they proceed without
meaningful adjustment.

Chief Executive Officer John Hardy said the current trajectory of Defence planning presents
a real and immediate risk to operational readiness, regional resilience, and veteran support

systems within the state.

“Let me be absolutely clear—under the current plan, critical capability will be lost,” Mr
Hardy said.

“This is not about resisting change. We support modernisation and efficiency. But we do not
support decisions that diminish capability, reduce readiness, and leave Tasmania exposed.”

RSL Tasmania has identified that Defence presence in the state underpins a range of
essential functions, including Reserve training, cadet development, logistics and
mobilisation capacity, and regional response capability.

“Once this capability is removed, it is exceptionally difficult, if not impossible, to
regenerate,” Mr Hardy said.

“This is not just a Defence issue; it is a national resilience issue.”

RSL Tasmania is calling on Defence and Government to ensure Tasmania’s role within the
national Defence network is properly recognised and protected.

“QOur position is simple and non-negotiable, critical capability must not be lost,” Mr Hardy
said.

RSL Tasmania is also urging members of the veteran community and the broader public to
actively participate in upcoming consultation sessions.

“We strongly encourage attendance at the advertised Defence consultation sessions in
Hobart, Launceston and Devonport,” Mr Hardy said.

“These sessions are a critical opportunity for Tasmanians to have their say and ensure the
real impacts of these decisions are clearly understood.”

RSL Tasmania will continue to advocate at all levels of government to ensure that Defence
capability and community connection are not diminished.
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