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MEDIA RELEASE 
2 July 2026 
 

Burnie community urged to step up and secure future of local RSL  
 

Call for volunteers to keep Burnie RSL serving veterans and their families 
 
RSL Tasmania State President Mike Gallagher is calling on the Burnie community to help secure 
the future of the Burnie RSL Sub Branch by attending its Annual General Meeting this Sunday. 
 
The meeting, to be held at 10.30am on Sunday 5 July at Burnie RSL, will elect a new committee, 
including a Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Committee Members. 
 
Without enough members willing to fill these volunteer roles, the future of the Sub Branch is at risk. 
 
"Burnie RSL has proudly served veterans, their families and the wider community for more than 70 
years," Mr Gallagher said. 
 
"Now it needs the community's support to ensure it can continue that service for future 
generations." 
 
Across Tasmania, more than 40 RSL Sub-Branches provide support to veterans and their families 
while preserving the traditions of remembrance, mateship and service. Operated entirely by 
volunteers, they play a vital role in local communities through commemorative services, advocacy, 
social connection and practical support. 
 
Mr Gallagher said Burnie RSL was no different. 
 
"Everything that happens at Burnie RSL is made possible by volunteers," he said. 
 
"From ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day services to maintaining the building, serving meals and 
supporting local veterans, it all relies on people willing to give their time." 
 
Several current committee members have advised they will not be standing for re-election, creating 
an urgent need for new volunteers to take on leadership roles. 
 
“As an incorporated organisation, a Sub-Branch must have an elected committee to continue 
operating. It must be run by local veterans and community members for the benefit of local 
veterans and the community,” Mr Gallagher said. 
 
"If these positions cannot be filled, the State Board will have no option but to suspend or withdraw 
the Burnie Sub Branch's Charter, meaning the doors would close. None of us wants to see that 
happen." 
 
Mr Gallagher said the Burnie RSL was much more than a meeting place. 
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"It is part of the story of Burnie. It represents generations of service, sacrifice, friendship and 
community spirit. It is a place where veterans have found support, families have connected and the 
service of Australians has been honoured." 
 
"RSL Tasmania will continue to support the Burnie Sub Branch wherever we can, but we can’t run 
it, and no state organisation can replace the heart and soul of a local RSL." 
 
"Burnie is a resilient community with people who step up when they are needed. We are asking 
veterans, their families, current and former members, and anyone who values what the RSL 
contributes to our community to come along on Sunday and consider how they can help." 
 
Annual General Meeting 
Burnie RSL Sub Branch 
10.30am, Sunday 5 July 2026 
36 Alexander Street, Burnie 
 
New members are welcome. 
 
Nomination forms are available from Burnie RSL. Call (03) 6431 3955 or email 
burnierslpresident@gmail.com  
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