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MEDIA RELEASE 

28 July 2026 

 

RSL Tasmania to commemorate 25 years of Australian service in Afghanistan 
 

RSL Tasmania is inviting veterans, serving Australian Defence Force personnel, families and 

members of the community to attend commemorative services in Hobart and Launceston on 

Sunday 11 October to mark the 25th anniversary of Australian service in Afghanistan (2001–2021). 

 

The services will commence at 11am at the Hobart Cenotaph and Launceston Cenotaph, taking 

place simultaneously with the National Commemorative Service at the Australian War Memorial in 

Canberra. 

 

The anniversary marks 25 years since the commencement of Operation SLIPPER in October 2001, 

Australia's first military operation in Afghanistan. Between 2001 and 2021, more than 35,000 

Australians served in Afghanistan and the wider Middle East Area of Operations in relation to the 

conflict through Operation SLIPPER and later Operation HIGHROAD. 

 

Throughout two decades of continuous operations, Australian Defence Force personnel served with 

courage, professionalism and dedication in some of the world's most challenging environments.  

 

The anniversary provides an opportunity to acknowledge their service and sacrifice, remember 

those who did not return home, and recognise the lasting physical and psychological impacts 

experienced by many veterans and their families. 

 

RSL Tasmania CEO John Hardy said the anniversary was an important opportunity for the 

community to stand alongside veterans and their families in remembrance and gratitude. 

 

"For many Australians, service in Afghanistan defined a generation of military service," Mr Hardy 

said. 

 

"Thousands of men and women answered our nation's call, often deploying multiple times under 

difficult and dangerous circumstances. They served with courage, commitment and professionalism, 

and it is fitting that we come together to recognise their service." 

 

"We remember the Australians who made the ultimate sacrifice, acknowledge those who returned 

home carrying the visible and invisible wounds of war, and recognise the families whose strength 

and support sustained them throughout their service," he said. 

Commemorative Service Details 

Date: Sunday 11 October 2026 

Time: 11am 

Locations:  

-- Hobart Cenotaph, Queens Domain 

-- Launceston Cenotaph, Paterson Street, Launceston 
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"These commemorative services provide an opportunity for all Tasmanians to honour that service 

and ensure the legacy of those who served in Afghanistan is never forgotten," Mr Hardy said. 

 

RSL Tasmania encourages veterans, current serving personnel, ex-service organisations, families 

and members of the public to attend in either location. 
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